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Mail Surveys

1991-Recreational License Implemented
• 130,000 licenses sold annually

1992-Annual Mail Surveys Conducted
• Provide spatially-explicit estimates of landings &

fishing effort
• 4,000 to 10,000 license holders surveyed annually

Survey Periods
• Special Two-Day Sport Season
• Regular Season: Opening Day through Labor Day
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Mail Surveys

Residence Regions Used 
For FWC Mail Surveys

Panhandle

NE Coast

Central Inland

Central Coast

Palm Beach
County

West Coast

Broward County

Dade County

KEYS
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Mail Surveys
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Mail Surveys
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Mail Surveys

Annual Recreational 
Lobster License Sales

Estimated Number
of Recreational 
Lobster Fishers
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Mail Surveys
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Mail Surveys
Regional Landings – Regular Season

1993 - 2002
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Mail Surveys 1993-1996
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Mail Surveys
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Mail Surveys
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Special Recreational License 

Available to a selected few fishers
• Higher bag limit than regular license
• Requires mandatory reports to FWC

Higher daily bag limit than regular license
Implemented in 1994; being phased-out
by annual reduction of bag limit

Higher daily bag limit than regular license
License holders have progressively 
decreased from ~ 500 in 1994 to ~ 300 
by 2004 
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Special Recreational License 

Negligible proportion of 
recreational lobster 
landings

Provides means to monitor 
changes in post Labor Day 
fishing effort
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Creel Survey-2002 

Objective 1: Evaluate ‘recall’ & ‘prestige’
bias in mail surveys

• Conducted creel surveys of lobster fishers in the 
Fl Keys; collected catch, effort, & fisher 
demographic data

• Data were compared to 2002 mail surveys

Objective 2: Collected length-frequency data 
of recreationally landed lobsters
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A total of 749 intercept surveys were conducted
• 304 Special Two-Day Season
• 445 Regular Season

Interviews conducted at: public boat ramps, 
marinas, hotels, boat rental businesses

But: No Interviews From Residential Canals

455 completed mail surveys received from 
recipients that fished for lobster in Keys

3,759 lobsters measured
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Comparison of Fishing Party CPUE
Special Two-Day Special Sport Season
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Individual Catch Rates- Special Two-Day Special Sport Season
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Mail Surveys
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Mail Surveys
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